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Should the Examiner have any questions regarding this Conununication, the Examiner is 
invited to contact one of the undersigned attorneys at (312) 704-1890. 
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CLAIMS: 

1 . An apparatus to calibrate an optical instrutnwt aad warm a distal portioa of said 

optical instnunent cotr^dng; 

a heat coridu<fling tube capable of receiving said distal portioti, 
a heating elenwaii thermally coupled to said tube, 

a whitening element within or at the distal end of said tube that enables white 
balancing of said optical instrument 

1, An appaiatas to calibrate an optical instmroefrt ead waim a distal portion of said 
optical insttument according to claim I fiirther comprising: 

a doable walled cylindrical tube hamg an internal wall, external wall, upper 
surfece and open distal portion with central cavity there between, 

an aperture <»ttending from said upper surface sized and shaped to receive said 

distal portion of said optical instrument, 

a cap sized to attach to said distal portion of said double walled cylindrical tube, 
an insulation layer between said internal wall and said external wall of said double 

walled cyliaidrical tubo, 

a healing element endosed within said central cavity m tlieimally coxtpl^d to said 

ittsulalioii layer 

whwm said whitening element is boated in the di$tal portion of said aperture, 
such that said distal i)Orti(m of said optical instrument abuts said wWteaing.dleim^t and 
li^t fiom $aid optical instrument is t^fl^cted off said whitening element back to s^d 
optical instrument in order to achieve white balancing of said optical instrument ' 

3, An appamns to calibrate an optical instrument and warm a distal portion of said 
optical instfument according to claim I or 2 wherein said apparatus is constructed from a 
thermoplastics type material. 

4. An apparatus to calibrate m optical instrument and wann a distal portion of said 
optical instmment according to claim I or 2 wherein said apparatus is constn^cted &>m a 
thermoset plastics materiaL 

5. An appafatu3 to calibrate an optical insnrument and warm a distal portion of said 
optical instrument according to any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein said double willed 
cylindrical tube has a horizontal cavity extending from said external wall through said 
distal portion of said aperture, sized and shaped to fit said whitening elwnent 

6, An apparatus to calibrate an optical instmment and warm a distal portion of said 
optical instrument according to elaitn 5 wherdn said aperture comprises a plwiality of steps 
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of decreasing circumference toward the distal portion of said tube to provide enhanced 
support for said optical imtrum^nt when inserted into said tube. 

7. An apparatus to calibrate an optical instrument and waxxtj a distd portion of said 
optical instrument according to any one of claims 1 to 6 wherein said heatmg element 

5 comprises a cotiduotive material 

8. An apparatus to calibrate an optical instrument and warm a distal portion of said 
optical instrument according to any one Of claims I to 7 wherein said conductive material 
is water or saline solution. 

9. An ^paratus calibrate an optical instrument and warm a distal portion of said 
1 0 optical instrument according to any one of claims 1 to 7 wliemn said couductive material 

is selected from a group consisting of wheat, barley, oat grass seeds and rice* 

10. An apparatus to calibrate an optical instrument and warm a distal portion of said 
optical instrument according to any one of claJms 1 to 9 wherein said whitening dement is 
constructed from one of a gtoup consisting of a theraioset plastics material, thermoform 

1 5 plastics material, ceramics material, non-woven material and woven fibrous materia}. 

1 L An apparatus to calibrate an optical instrument and wanu a distal portion of said 
optical instmmeut according to any one of claims 1 to 10 wherein said heating element is 
heated prior to use by micro-waving said apparatus. 

12- An apparatus to calibrate an optical instnument and warm a distal portion of said 
20 optical instrument according to any one of claims I to 10 wherein said heating element is 
heated prior to use by inserting said apparatus into a conventional oven type surgical 
warmer. 

13, An apparatus to calibrate? an optical instrument and warm a distal portion of said 
optical instrument according to any one of claims 2 to 12 whcfdn said insolation layer 
25 comprises air. 

14r An apparatus to calibrate an optical instmment and warm a distal partion of said 
optica instrument according to any one of claims I to 13 wherein said apparatus is 
disposable. 

15. An apparatus to calibrate an optical instmment and warm a distal portion of said 
30 optical instrument according to any one of claims I to 14 wherein said 1 tube has an 

attachmeut mechanism attached to said upper surface configured to removably attach said 
apparatus to a surgical drape or tabic. 

16. An apparatus to calibrate an optical instrument and warm a distal portion of said 
optical instrument according to claim 15 wherein said attachment m^Qhanism is a handle. 
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17. An appamtus to calibrate m optical instrument and waira a distal portion of said 
optical instrmncnt according to olitim 15 wherein said attachmeut mechanism is a handle 
clip. 

1 8. An apparatus to calibrate an optical itistftiment md watm a distal portion of said 
optical imtrument according to any one of claims 2 to 17 wherein said aperture has a 
flexible grommet grounding at least a portion of said upper sui-&oe adaptable to receive 
said distal portion of an optical instrument of differing size, 

19. An apparatus to calibrate an optical instrument and warm a distal portion of said 
optical instnwnent as berdn described with reference to the accompanying figures* 
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